


City Groups That Provide Meals *** 2007 Christmas Dinners 


Bissell Centre 

- 10527-96 Street - 423-2285 

Sunday - 12:00 — 1:30 p.m. 

— sandwiches and snacks 

Monday to Thursday — 10:30 a.m. 

— sandwiches 

Friday — 9:45 a.m. — sandwiches 
Christmas Dinner - January Ist at Boyle 
Street Community Hall. 


| Christ Church 


— 12116-102 Avenue — 488-1118 
Every 3rd Saturday — 5:00 p.m. meal 





Herb Jamieson Centre 
— 10014 -105A Avenue — 429-3470 


| For men not on assistance 


Monday to Friday 

-7:00 to 7:45 a.m. - breakfast 

-12:00 — 12:45 p.m. — lunch 

-5:00 to 5:45 p.m. — supper 

Weekends-11:00 — 11:45 a.m. - breakfast 
4:00 — 4:45 p.m. — supper 

Christmas Dinners 


| — December 3, 10, 21 and 28 


\ 
] 


From 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 


The Mustard Seed 

— 10635-96 Street — 426-5600 

Monday to Friday — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. supper 
Saturday — 5 p.m. — supper 

Christmas Dinners — Dec 1, 22 at 5:00 p.m. 
Zero tolerance of alcohol 





-Operation Friendship 


* — 9526-106 Avenue — 429-2626 


Monday to Friday — 9:00 a.m. — breakfast 
Monday to Sunday - 12 noon ~ lunch 

é 5:00 p.m. — supper 
Christmas Dinner - December 25 at 12 noon 
For seniors over 55 only 





Red Road Healing Centre — 471-3220 
Friday — 12:00 to 1:00 p.m. 

— soup and bannock 

Christmas Dinner — December 1 at 
Clairview Recreation Centre 





Salvation Army 

— 9619-101 Avenue — 429-4274 

Fridays — 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. — breakfast 
Christmas Dinner, Dec 3, 4:00 — 6:00 p.m. 
For the dinner, enter through the back 


———._ —  ___ entrance 


House of Refuge Mission 
— 10339-95 Street 


: Daily - 8 p.m. - meal 


Edmonton Street News vendor 
Christmas Party 


December 14 from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. 





Marian Centre 

- 10536-98 Street - 424-3544 

Daily except Wednesdays 

— 12:00 to 12:45 p.m. meal 

Closed from the 27th of each month to the 1st 
of the next month 





St Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
9606-110 Averue — 426-1122 

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday, 
7:00 a.m.-Breakfast 





St. Faith’s Anglican Church - parish hall 
11725-93 Street — 477-5931 

Thursday — 12:00 noon — soup 

Saturday -— 8:30 a.m. to 10:00 a.m. —breakfast 
3rd Friday of the month — 7:00 p.m. — supper 





Emmaus Church 
— 5015- 144 Avenue — 275-1647 


Monday -— 4:45 to 6:00 p.m. — meal 





Women’s Emergency Accommodation Centre 
9611-101A Avenue — 423-5302 

Meals for women staying at the shelter. 

If not, bag lunch is given 





Edmonton Orthodox Reformed Church 
1161- 95 A Street — 479-1860 
Thursdays, 6:25 p.m. - soup 





Robertson Wesley United Church 
10209-123 Street 482-1587 

Second Saturday of each month 

January to November, 5:00 p.m. - meal 
Christmas Dinner — December 1, 5:00 p.m. 





Jasper Place Health and Wellness Centre 
15210 — Stoney Plain Road — 481-4001 
Mondays — 7:00 to 8:00 p.m. — meal 





One Accord Bible Fellowship Church 
10802 - 93 Street — 425-6310 

Saturdays, 10:00 to 1:00 p.m. meals 
Christmas Dinner, Saturday, December 1, 
6:30 p.m. 





Boyle Street Community Co-operative 
10116-105 Avenue — 424-4106 

Christmas Dinner for families with children 
December 8, 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
Christmas Dinner for youth aged 16 to 25 
December 19, 4:00 p.m. 





Sacred Heart Church of the First Peoples 
10827 — 96 Street — 422-3052 
Christmas Dinner — December 25, 11 a.m. 





Victory Christian Centre — 988-5433 
Christmas Dinner at the 

Shaw Conference Centre 

December 25, 5:00 to 8:00 a.m. 
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With the coming of Christmas, we at 
Edmonton Street News are planning a celebra- 
tion in recognition of the people who have 
worked so hard with during the past year - 
the writers, the vendors, the board of 
Edmonton Street News society, volunteers, 
and, if they want to join us, the many people 
who have supported our vendors through 
buying papers on the street. Edmonton 
Street News is more than just a newspaper — 
it is an employment program that is open 
ended in that the vendors can choose the 
time and place where they work, and can 
work as many or as few hours as they are 
able to. The benefits that go along with the 
job are many since selling papers gives an 
opportunity to meet and interact with people 
from a wide variety of backgrounds and to 
earn much needed cash. 

I also want to thank those who have sup- 
ported Edmonton Street News through dona- 
tions towards our publishing costs. We take 
in some money every month on paid ads, 
and through sale of papers to vendors, but 
without some donations it would be impossi- 
ble to print the paper every month even 






_ Edmonton Street News is an 
___ independent publication produced 
by volunteers and sold by vendors 
on the street. 


Editor: Linda Dumont 


Design: Theresa McBryan 


Writers: Greg Farrants, Linda 
Dumont, Pedro Schultz, Gail 
Kelly, Vivian Risby, Marie 
Murchie, Jim Gurnett 

Donna Courtoreille 


Photographers: Linda Dumont 
Pedro Schultz, Helen Ready 











































The deadline for advertisements 
and submissions for the next issue 
is December 15. 





/» Phone: 428-0805 
Email: 
edmontonstreetnews@shaw.ca 
Address: 
9533-106A Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
TSH OS9 


Conference held 


About 25 women gathered at Eastglen 
Community Hall Saturday, Nov. 3 for a First 
Nations Women in Ministry conference put 
on by Reverend Linda Burns, pastor of the 
Native Outreach Ministry. Burns, who began 


The views presented in this publication are those of the 
writers. Cover Photo: Dale Ferris by Linda Dumont 


Photo: Left to Right - Musician Sharol Penner, Cynthia Fuller, Corrine Thunder, 
Reverend Linda Burns, Vivian Noskey, Marg Gamache, Flora Jackson 
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Think about our vendors this 
Christmas 


though we keep cost to a minimum. We have 
no paid staff or office space, and print an 
eight page paper with only spot color rather 
than full color. We managed to have the 
paper out on the street every month during 
the past year even though there were several 
months when our bank account had insuffi- 
cient funds when it was time to pick up the 
paper from the printer. That’s when one or 
another of our community pitched in to 
make sure the paper got to the street on 
time. Our vendors are depending on us, so 
simply not printing or printing later is not an 
option. 

When considering where to donate dur- 
ing this Christmas season, think about 
Edmonton Street News and our community 
of vendors, many of them homeless, others - 
struggling to maintain housing on low fixed 
incomes from welfare or AISH, or with inade- 
quate income from part time employment: As 
rents keep increasing, more and more money 
is needed just to get by. 

In addition to money from paper sales, 
our community needs warm clothing, blan- 
kets and sleeping bags for those who are 
sleeping outside. At least half of our vendors 
are absolute homeless, so when people come 
to pick up papers, they often need time to 
warm up with a hot cup of coffee and can 
use jackets, mitts, toques, and blankets as 
well as papers. 

The Edmonton Street News Christmas 
party is December 14 at the House of Refuge 
Mission at 10339-95 Street from 1:00 p.m. 
to 4:00 p.m. Donations can be dropped off 
during that time, or you can make arrange- 
ments to bring them to the office at my home 
at 9533-106A Avenue by calling 428-0805. 


By Linda Dumont 


for First Nation 


women in ministry 


working as a minister of God in 1990, said 
her vision for the conference was to build 
First Nation women into leadership ministry, 
prayer and healing and having confidence in 
themselves that they can become the women 
God called them to be. 

The five conference speakers offered 
encouragement on staying strong, and being 
positive role models, sharing from their own 
experience on different aspects of women’s 
ministry. Flora Jackson from Saddle Lake 
spoke about the importance of keeping the 
family strong; Corinne Thunder from Hobema 
on healing from addictions, and Cynthia 
Fuller from the Berean Church on depression. 

Vivian Noskey shared about her own trou- 
bled marriage, and how she was able to sal- 
vage her marriage, and to make it stronger. 
She stressed the need to forgive and move 
on, and to be an example to your children 
and grandchildren. “Be careful who you 
confide in,” she warned, “Be cautious about 
confiding in a male, and be careful of your 
relationship with God.” 

Marg Gamache, who worked with many 
single mothers in Winnipeg, spoke about 
how difficult it is for the single parent family. — 
“It’s not an easy job because you are every- _ 
thing to your children and they are all you 
have.” By Linda Dumont ~ 
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Jim Gurnett recieves Project Plowshares Peace Award 





Jim Gurnett was awarded the 
Project Plowshares Salvos Prelorentizos 
Peace Award on Wednesday November 7 for 
his contribution to peace through his work 
in the community. Gurnett said, “I was sur- 
prised when they called. It was really quite 
touching because I had admired the work of 
Project Ploughshares. Even though they 
chose me, in the end creating a more peace- 
ful world will not happen because of a few 
individuals.” 

Gurnett quoted a line of one of his 
favorite poems by William Stafford; “The 
darkness around us is deep.” 

He then explained, “If you slack off 
at all that deep darkness will win. We’ve all 
got to do something every day to push the 
darkness back. That’s more important than 
the award.” 

Salvos Prelorentzos, for whom the 


award is named, was actively working to pro- 


mote peace through the Edmonton Chapter 
of Project Ploughshares for many years. He 
was in Greece during the Second World War 


and thought war was terrible. When he died, 


his widow put aside money for an annual 
award for someone who is actively working 
for peace, with a stipulation that the award 
cannot be given to anyone who is a member 
of Project Ploughshares. 


Gurnett was chosen for his contribu- 


tion to a better quality of life in the com- 
munity. Besides his work in the non profit 


sector as executive director of the Mennonite 


Centre for Newcomers, and his past work at 
the Bissell Centre and with Project Hope, 
Gurnett is active with the Edmonton 
Coalition for Housing and Homelessness, 
with the Alberta Housing Coalition and on 


the board of the Edmonton Street News 
Society and has been involved in many other 
initiatives. When the Tent City closed, 
Gurnett was there with a sign to show sup- 
port for the homeless displaced campers, 
and he was a guest speaker at the summer 
rally organized by the university group 
Albertans Demand Affordable Housing. 

The women in Black were the 2006 
recipients of the Salvos Prelorentzos Peace 
Award. 

Project Ploughshares is an ecumeni- 
cal agency of the Canadian Council of 
Churches established in 1976 to implement 
the churches' call to be peacemakers and to 


work for a world in which justice will flourish 
and peace abound. The mandate given to 
Project Ploughshares is to work with church- 
es and related organizations, as well as gov- 
ernments and non-governmental organiza- 
tions, in Canada and abroad, to identify, 
develop, and advance approaches that build 
peace and prevent war, and promote the 
peaceful resolution of political conflict. 

"and they shall beat their swords into 
ploughshares, and spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against 
nation; neither shall they learn war any 
more." (Isaiah 2:4) By Linda Dumont 


Photos: Helen Ready. 


Top:Jim gurnett with Nancy Hannemann (a 
Project Ploughshares members and the per- 
son who organizes International Week at 


the U of A) and folk singer Maria Dunn, 


Bottom: Jim Gurnett with Project 
Ploughshares members Helen Ready, Dave 


Hubert and Rhyl & Bill Stollery. 





Bissell Centre Executive Director recognized as a Woman of Vision 





In the wake of the Tent City closure, 
Shelley Williams, executive director of the 
Bissell Centre, was honoured as the Global 
Woman of Vision for her work in the commu- 
nity. Williams said, “I’m thrilled because it 
gave an opportunity to put Bissell Centre in 
the limelight and to raise the issues of hous- 
ing and homelessness. We usually do such a 
good job in trying to make people invisible.” 

As a Woman of Vision, Williams was 
featured on television and in the journal, and 
will be attending an appreciation luncheon in 


March where she and others who were chosen 


this year will receive their awards. 

Williams has worked with three different 
non profit organizations; as executive direc- 
tor of the Bissell Centre for the past d seven 
years, with the YMCA and as executive direc- 
tor of the Edmonton Women’s Shelter WIN 
houses. 

During the summer Williams and the 


Bissell Centre supported the people who 
were living in tents, and moved from one 
location to another in the inner city, before 
they were finally permitted to stay at the 
Tent City site. The Bissell Centre even closed 
early so staff could be on hand to help with 
moving on the day when the campers were 
moved from the Bissell East parking lot to 
the lot west of the Bissell Centre, and during 
the duration of the Tent City, the Bissell 
Centre supplied campers with personal care 
items. 

“Everyone agrees we shouldn't have 
a tent city,” she said. “It says we don’t have 
enough affordable housing, and shelters are 
not housing. We need to develop strategies to 
address issues of permanent housing and 
housing with supports for those who need 
ite 


By Linda Dumont 
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Homeless in the City 


I’m not going to die from cancer. 

We stayed in Calgary for one month. | 
met Caroline; Sam’s younger sister and | 
loved her. She has the greatest sense of 
humour. She is homeless as well. The last 
night in Calgary I talked her into sleeping 
inside at the DI. During the week she 


It’s been three months since I’ve writ- 
ten anything. Sam and I planned to go to 
Lethbridge to pick a spot for our home on 
the Blackfoot Reserve, so off we went. We 
hitch hiked all the way. Our first day out 
we got good rides that landed us in 
Bouden. That night we slept through a tor- 
rential rain. I’m in early 
menopause and when I’m 
cold, I’m iceberg cold. We 
managed to ask for a blanket 
and a pillow from the trailer 
park people. We slept in a 
camp kitchen so we were dry 
at least, but it was cold. I 
managed to get some sleep. 

The next morning, I slept 
‘til ten. Sam found a restau- 
rant where we had a fantas- 
tic breakfast of bacon with 
huge eggs. We had panned 
for money the day before to 
pay for that breakfast. Tim 
Horton’s has the greatest 
staff — if they had not had 
compassion for a couple of 
old fogies we would be dead 
from starvation. 

After breakfast we started 
on our journey. It took two 
rides to get to Calgary where 
we landed right in front of 
the DI. I had to go to the hospital for med- 
ication, and they directed us to a commu- 
nity medical clinic where I received won- 
derful treatment. I was also able to get day 
sleep. From the clinic they directed me to 
SACS, the HIV Clinic. I also had x-rays 
done. I now know the lump in my groin is 
not a malignant cancerous tumour. Praise 
the Lord — I’m in a great deal of pain but 


- 


babysat her son’s children. I never met her 
son or her grandchildren. 

We did a lot of panhandling and ate 
excellent meals at The Mustard Seed, St. 
Mary’s on Sunday, and the DI. You can 
never go hungry in Calgary. The first three 
days there, I slept at the DI, and I was 
able to get a locker to keep my belongings. 
Every Monday and Thursday I was able to 





Letter: About Willy (from Fort Simpson) 






Hi! I understand you are familiar with Willie's story and have 
been querying how he is doing. During the early morning hours 
of September 9th, 2007, Willie sustained a senseless and 
supremely vicious beating at the hands of a person or persons yet 
unknown. Following multiple surgeries, Willie remains in a coma 
and is unresponsive in hospital in Yellowknife. The family is 





struggling to cope with the enormity of the situation and fear 
that he will not recover from his injuries. Willie's family has 





asked that if there is anyone out there who has information that 
may lead to answers about who committed this terrible assault 





and why, that they would contact the RCMP or Crimestoppers 
and pass on that information. Please help to put a stop to these 





senseless acts of violence and save lives. Everyone has a right to 
be safe and secure, no matter where they live. By Donna Courtoreille 
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collect clothing from the DI Clothing Store. 

We were robbed a couple of times. The 
last of the robberies ended us up in a 
police van and escorted to the Greyhound 
bus depot running for our lives. We arrived 
in Lethbridge where we took a cab to 
Kameii’s. We stayed there for two months. 

We helped the best we 

could. I cooked occasion- 
ally and washed dishes. 
We tried to make friends 
but there is a lot of preju- 
dice between the whites 
and Natives and we were 
too close to the US border. 

I’m HIV positive so 
some days were better 
than others. I need my 
rest but it was hard to get 
enough. I found myself 
crying in my sleep or wak- 
ing up yelling. I missed 
my son Daniel desperate- 
ly. We decided that 
Lethbridge was not our 
city. We found ourselves 
once again on the bus to 
Edmonton 

I’ve been back for a 
few weeks now, and I’m 
happy to be reunited with 
my boy. He’s happy that 
I’m happy. I’m still homeless, but I’m feel- 
ing positive knowing things can’t get any 
worse than they are already. Keep smiling 
and be honest in everything you do. This 
is reality for many. 


By Marie Murchie 
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for 


HOMELESS PERSONS 
January 19th, 2008 


4 p.m. 


Boyle Street Community Services 


10116- 105 Avenue 










Germany has a law that 
requires each city to provide 
shelter for each resident. When 
the city runs out of shelter for 
the homeless, it rents rooms for 
them. Can you believe that? 
Also, soon after receiving shel- 
ter, social workers and various 
Christian organizations and 
individuals help each person to © 
get work and become self suffi- | 
cient. Every homeless person 
can also pick up around $10 
per day to use as he likes (this 
money is meant for food etc.). It 
gives the person a chance to 
learn to budget. 

I recently spent a month in 
Germany and researched what they call 
“Obdacho lorigkeit”. I spent a night in the 
main train station in Berlin, Germany’s 
capital city. I was unable to get a free 
place to stay because tourists don’t quali- 


ty. 
































Most of the time, though, I spent in 
Bonn, talking with people in government 
and a variety of Christian organizations 
that help the less fortunate — the Salvation 
Army, Caritas (Roman Catholic), Bahnhop 
Mission and various churches work in 
cooperation with government agencies. I’m 
praying that we in Canada learn some- 
thing from the German model. 

When the taxpayers realize that home- 
lessness costs Canada over $5 billion a 
year they will start pressuring the govern- 
ment to so something about it. 

In Bonn I requested from the Gaby 
police force, that I stay at a homeless shel- 
ter. The Gaby police force is very friendly 





















and making sure they get into a safe shel- 


Bad housing 


For much of October a special represen- 
tative of the United Nations traveled Canada 
studying how we are doing in ensuring every- 
one has adequate housing. His initial obser- 
vations are not positive. 

Special Rapporteur Miloon Kothari spent 
time in Edmonton and at the Little Buffalo 
home of the Lubicon Lake Nation in northern 
Alberta, in addition to time in Vancouver, 
Ottawa, Montreal, and Toronto areas. In 
Edmonton he met with a diverse group of 
‘people at Boyle Street Community Services, 
as well as visiting Operation Friendship and 
refugee families in a Mennonite Centre for 
Newcomers apartment. His visit to Edmonton 
was reported in a previous issue of 
“Edmonton Street News”. 

“Everything I witnessed on this mission 
confirms the deep and devastating impact of 
this national [housing] crisis on the lives of 
women, youth, children and men,” Kothari 
said in summarizing his meetings with hun- 
dreds of people. 

Kothari points out Canada has signed 
many international agreements creating obli- 
gations to ensure adequate housing for 
everyone, yet still there is widespread and 
deep failure to do so. His observations cut 
straight through all the hollow political rhet- 
oric so often in the news as he emphasized 
the only way to keep the promises is to make 
specific commitments and match them with 
much greater budgetary allocations. 

At a time when governments are falling 
over each other to talk about ten year plans 
to end homelessness Kothari demanded 
Canada make a ten year commitment to fund 
housing. Current federal programs are 
‘scheduled to end in 2008. 


with homeless people, looking out for them 
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ter. They took me to one of the shelters 
called Sabastian Haus after I told them I 
wanted to see what we could learn from 
what Germany does for the homeless. 

It was a nice building, coed, with about 
40 residents. Each resident had his or her 
picture on a card on a bulletin board and 
picked up their key as they entered. There 
were two people to a room. 

I was given clean linen, but the floor 
was sticky from spilled booze, and my 
roommate was passed out from alcohol. I 
had been warned he could be rowdy, but 
intended to be gone most of the night any- 
way. There is no restriction on when peo- 
ple come and go. I was told that my room- 
mate was an alcoholic who had been using 
the $10 allowance he got from the govern- 
ment for booze, and he usually slept and 
ate at Sabastian Haus. 

At about 9 p.m. I took a bus for the 1.5 
km. trip to the drag in Bonn. It is by the 
train station. There is a cemented area like 
our Churchill Square, except nicer. It is in 
a valley with stairs, trees and a large, nice 


just for the city’s image but also because 


3 washroom. 
; I looked around downtown 
wequntil after 1 a.m. and saw only one 
@person sleeping outside and he was_ 
in a warm sleeping bag. I returned 
pat around 6 a.m., this time walking 
Sthere from Sabastian Haus and 
saw only two people sleeping in a 
park. There were three people 
sleeping on the floor in the train 
station without being disturbed. 
Someone told me that the 
famous city of Cologne, Germany 
years ago tired to improve its 
image by removing homeless peo- 
ple from the view of tourists. 
Eventually, though, it has become 
one of the cities that treat the 
homeless situation most effectively, not 


many people there genuinely care about 
the less fortunate. 

I’m praying that Edmonton become a 
city like that, more concerned about the 
well being of each resident than having a 
good image. 

People in Germany found it hard to 
believe that there are over 2,600 homeless 
people in one of the richest cities in the 
world and that homeless people have no 
legal place to sleep when shelters are full. I 
was embarrassed about this, especially 
about the way the government has 
approached Tent City’ and tents through- 
out the city. 

I intend to urge Canada to learn some 
things from other countries like Germany 
so we can eventually have the reputation 
that all of our residents are treated with 
dignity and compassion. 

By Pedro Schult 





embarrasses Canada on world stage 


Canada had government commitments to 
build social housing for many decades and 
Kothari calls for a return to this. He was con- 
temptuous of the current approach that talks 
of partnerships with the private sector, point- 
ing out careful examination of so-called 
“affordable housing” will show only one per- 
cent of the housing built in recent years is 
actually affordable for those with low or mod- 
erate incomes. 

Affordability is only one of the character- 
istics of housing Kothari demands. Other 
qualities include habitability (safe, healthy, 
adequate size), location, cultural adequacy, 
participation in decision making, privacy, 
and legal security. 

One of Kothari’s most negative comments 
arose from his visit to Little Buffalo, where 
the Lubicon Lake Nation of Cree people has 
been trying to negotiate a treaty with the 
Government of Canada for over 50 years. He 
was disgusted by the poor health conditions, 
including lack of potable water, and in his 
report recommends an immediate moratori- 
um on oil and gas activity in the area until a 
treaty is settled. 

He was upset by the widespread vulnera- 
bility of women in situations of domestic vio- 
lence not having adequate options to escape 
this because they lack housing. He also 
pointed out homelessness is only a symptom 
of government failure to reduce poverty 
(which he reminded was greatly increased 
because of deep government cuts to social 
support programs in the 1990s). He noted 
that in Alberta cities a third or more of the 
people depending on emergency shelters 
have jobs, but not enough income to rent a 
place to live. 


At a time when the City of Edmonton is 
deciding what to do about requiring all new 
housing developments to include a small per- 
centage of affordable units, Kothari recom- 
mended all municipal governments do this. 

The lack of any overall planning related 
to housing disturbed Kothari. He said there 
is an urgent need for a national plan. He was 
critical of the failure of provincial housing 
ministers to even meet for more than the 
past two years. He praised the good work 
done by civil society organizations in the 
midst of this difficult situation and said gov- 
ernments should be sure to do more to work 
closely with and better fund the activities of 
NGOs. In particular he pointed out funding 
is not just needed to build social housing but 
to properly operate it. 

In addition to meeting with community 
organizations and many ordinary people, in 
each province Kothari also met for significant 
times with government representatives, but 
they failed to provide him with information 
that convinced him things were being done 
satisfactorily in Canada at this time. 

Anyone wanting a copy of the full prelimi- 
nary observations of Kothari can contact Jim 
Gurnett at jgurnett@emcn.ab.ca. Kothari has 
previously made reports on housing in such 
places as Mexico, Afghanistan, Kenya, 
Australia, Spain and South Africa. Those 
reports and other information about his work 
are at www.ohchr.org/english/issues/ hous- 
ing/ index.htm. When his final report on 
Canada is finished early in 2008 it will be at 
the same site. 

By Jim Gurnett 
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Hollow Pledge or Serious Plan? 


A Way to Monitor the Alberta Government on Their 10-Year Plan 


The government of Alberta recently 
pledged it would end homelessness in 10 
years. The government is following the lead 
of various municipalities across the province 
that have made this hollow pledge, including 
Edmonton. If the provincial government, or 
any government for that matter, is to take 
the issue and plan seriously, it will need to 
adopt a long-term comprehensive strategy 
with a social justice approach. Anything less 
is just random charity. 

What does a social justice approach look 
like? A social justice approach would start 
with the foundation that the world is deeply 
flawed; that the conditions of the poor are 
not only unacceptable, but are the result of 
structural violence that is human-made. 
This is a critical starting point, as it is 
important to see that while the world is ful- 
filling for one, that same world is inadequate 
for another, This would also implicate, 
directly or indirectly, privileged people so 
that they become humbly aware that poverty 
is a natural product of a larger unjust sys- 
tem that, if 1 might add, charity and develop- 
ment feed on. 

That said, three distinct approaches — 
charity, development, and social justice — are 
used in addressing issues of poverty, with 
the first two approaches being much more 
popular than the latter. Over the last twenty 
years, our governments, while focusing on 
an unregulated, neo-liberal economy, have 
relied heavily on charity and development as 
though those two methods alone will lift peo- 
ple out of poverty. This has essentially priva- 
tized welfare, resulting in the creation of a 
‘poverty industry’ consisting of food banks, 
shelters, charities, and other essential serv- 
ices run by religious and non-profit groups 
and disgracefully under-funded by govern- 
ments and given random, token alms by the 
business sector 

Inaction and running government like a 
business with excessive and damaging cut- 
backs in the name of economic efficiency 
have created a catastrophe that now has the 
United Nations monitoring Canada on hous- 
ing and poverty every year instead of every 
four. This ‘decade of inaction’ is proof that 
charity and development alone cannot solve 
the issue. Charity has hardly been damage 
control and development has completely con- 
tradicted itself due to the growing income 
gap that exists today between the rich and 


Incest shatters families. I just found out 
recently that one of my aunts accused my 
grandfather nearly seventy years ago of sexu- 
al abuse. I wasn't too surprised. The apple 
doesn't fall far from the tree. His son, my 
father, sexually abused me and possibly 
other siblings. What brought me to think 
about all this old stuff was a family genealog- 
ical project I have been working on lately. My 
parents both died a couple of years ago and I 
thought an on line family tree and memorial 
to the members of our family who have 
passed on might be nice. It would be a way 
to share images and info equally among all 
the cousins instead of just one family ending 
up with all the family archives. 

Another distant family relation had 
inquired about how we might be related and 
that made me realize, first how little I actual- 
ly did know, then got me searching back 
along our mutual time line, starting with 
papers my father had never shared with any 
of his kids. I was surprised to find that there 
is lively interchange of ideas and data among 
other members of our extended family. My 
grandfather’s descendants comprise a virtual 
black hole in the record of the extended fami- 
ly. Nobody from my father or my father's sib- 
lings has been communicating with the rest 
of the clan for almost a whole generation. 
They barely have communicated for over fifty 
years with their own brothers and sisters. 
Very curious. 

The revelation about my grandfather 
made things fall into place. Incest is one of 
those crimes where families punish the vic- 
tim and protect the perpetrator. The victim is 
not punished because the family hates him 
or her, the perpetrator is not protected 
because the family approves of his or her 
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Today, the fiscally intelligent thing for 
governments to do would be to implement a 
socially just strategy that involves the cre- 
ation of housing on the entire continuum. 
This includes (in order from short-term, 
more intensive support to long-term, little or 
no support): emergency, transitional, long- 
term supportive, social, and affordable hous- 
ing. Fully realizing a housing continuum 
would require a radical shift by both federal 
and provincial Tories from their fandamen- 
talist economic principles in order to adopt 
non-market and socially just solutions 

In my opinion, there are three particular 
solutions that could indicate a social justice 
approach is being used as a foundation for 
the 10-year plan. The first being a ‘Housing 
First’ strategy; second, adopting an inclusive 
housing policy; and third, indexing welfare, 
shelter, and social assistance to inflation. All 
of these indicators would require a blend of 
funding and new legislation that would show 
the government is serious and thinking 
beyond political contributions and winning 
the next election 

Canadian society is far from just. 
Demographics in homeless populations show 
this disturbing inequality. Something is 
structurally wrong; the system is flawed, 
hence the need to move beyond conventional 
methods in addressing poverty. 
Furthermore, a growing number of homeless 
are in fact working. While shelters remain an 
integral part of the housing continuum, they 
have been used to warehouse homeless peo- 
ple who really need access to social or 
affordable housing instead of the services 
provided by emergency or drop-in shelters. 
In terms of housing, the market has contin- 
ued to neglect a growing underclass of our 
population, consisting of families, 
Aboriginals, youth, seniors, immigrants, dis- 
abled people, and working poor. 

Conventional methods in addressing 
poverty have trapped people into a cycle of 
poverty. This is actually costing taxpayers 
more per homeless person than the cost of 
adopting a socially just strategy. The costs of 
hospitalization, incarceration, detox treat- 
ments (estimated to be over a $100,000/per- 
son annually), on top of taking up spaces at 
shelters, could be avoided if many homeless 
people were properly and adequately housed. 
A thoroughly executed ‘Housing First’ strate- 


The Gift of Belief 


actions. Each member simply tries to protect 
himself or herself from private knowledge 
and the public stigma of being associated 
with such a repugnant event. I experienced 
this myself. My mother did not believe me 
when I told her. My brothers and sisters are 
all in various levels of denial. They don't 
want me talking about this stuff. When my 
informant told me about the accusations 
brought against my grandfather he said it 
was the only time he had ever seen my uncle 
loose his temper as he denied categorically 
that his father could ever have done anything 
like that. I have a brother like that too. He 
adamantly refuses to see that Dad ever did 
anything abusive, much less sexually abu- 
sive. If his sisters and brothers have a very 
hard time coping with the demands the world 
places on them he simply ascribes it to their 
personal failings. Dad never did anything to 
injure them. He's OK, he's living proof that 
Dad was a great father. The rest of us are all 
aberrant in some way. I feel sorry for him 
and for my uncle. They are both living in 
bubbles. But the fall-out for the children is 
the hardest thing. 

I only ever met one out of about thirty 
cousins in my father's family. Mothers and 
fathers kept their children away from each 
other. Cousins might trade stories with each 
other and find out each set of parents had a 
different take on what Gramma and Grampa 
had really been like. Word might leak out. 
The family pact of silence might be breached. 
Outsiders might find out. All might be 
shamed in front of the world. I wonder how 
many generations back this pact of silence 
goes. What happened to my grandfather in 
his birth family? 

I struggle to maintain contact with my 


gy would allow many to escape this trap. 

Viewing housing as a continuum allows 
for the right needs and overall amount of 
housing to be met. An inclusive housing pol- 
icy is a crucial component to the housing 
continuum and to the health of a given com- 
munity — in other words, to social sustain- 
ability. Such a policy would give much need- 
ed access to housing that would exist across 
the entire city without a stigmatizing distinc- 
tion, not to mention the economic and envi- 
ronmental benefits of inclusive communities. 

Indexing welfare, shelter, and income to 
inflation would have an obvious benefit for 
poor and low-income families and individu- 
als. Indexing shelter to inflation would con- 
sist of rent controls that are set evenly with 
the Consumer Price Index. These latter two 
solutions are ways to use the market to work 
for under-privileged portions of the popula- 
tion. They are also very difficult to imple- 
ment in Alberta, as the provincial Tories are 
more in line with corporate justice as 
opposed to social justice. 

What stops governments from imple- 
menting a social justice approach are largely 
corporate interests. Industry is represented 
by highly organized and well-paid lobby 
groups that pressure governments to main- 
tain business-friendly policies, while neglect- 
ing social responsibility. We saw this with 
Big Oil and the question of changing 
Alberta’s royalty rates. We see this now with 
Edmonton’s city council as they shut-out the 
low-income voice in closed door meetings 
with lobby groups like the Urban 
Development Institute regarding an inclusive 
housing policy. 

A 10-Year Plan by a government that is 
known to rely on token charity and trumpets 
uncontrolled development, which is largely 
to blame for the increased inequality, rather 
than a move towards social justice is doomed 
to fail. Meanwhile, governments maintain 
their cowering position towards business 
and industry instead of addressing the 
increased inequality. Charity and develop- 
ment may be the most commonly used 
approaches in addressing poverty, but end- 
ing homelessness will remain an unattain- 
able goal if the inequalities and structural 
violence are not meaningfully addressed in a 
socially just manner. 

By Greg Farrants 


brothers and sisters. My father tried his best 
to exile me when I was twelve, insisting I had 
to have a babysitting job when he and Mum 
took all the other kids on an outing. My 
mother tried to exile me when I was in my 
thirties and got my memories back. I couldn't 
be part of her family until I recanted. It's 
hard to heal the injuries from such a betray- 
al when you are forbidden to speak. 

I was in conventional therapy for about 
ten years. Didn't make a whole bunch of dif- 
ference. What did make a difference was 
when I found myself on the streets of the 
inner city. Lots of people in the inner city, 
especially among the homeless, have painful 
pasts where they were grossly abused. I 
found what made a difference was knowing 
other people who had been where I had been: 
telling my story, being believed, listening to 
theirs, giving them my belief. I spent seven 
years on the street coming to terms with my 
own pain. 

I'm breaking the family pact of silence. 
Probably none of my family will ever read 
this, they are all pretty middle class. They 
don't read street newspapers. But virtue is in 
the intent. I encourage my children to have 
relationships with all their cousins. A free 
interchange of ideas is the best way to get to 
the truth. Many of the people who sell this 
paper are trying to come to terms with things 
that have been done to them. Readers are — 
important, readers can give that all impor- 
tant willingness to believe that many will 
never get from their nearest and dearest rela- 
tives. Everyone is important in the healing 
process. 

By Theresa McBryan 





Homefest concert shows support for ending homelessness 


The fifth annual Homefest Concert and raising money to be given to the John 
November 4 attracted more than 1,100 Howard Society and to the Mennonite 
people, many of them homeless advocates, Centre for Newcomers for transitional 

to the Transalta Barns, bringing attention housing and youth programs. 

to the city’s growing homeless population This year’s line-up of musicians includ- 
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ed Asani, Myrol, Raisin’ Cain, Down in the 
Wood, and Thanneah and Ten Feet of Hair, 
as well as an open stage for other musi- 
cians, and an art show. 

The last homeless count in 2006 found 
more than 2,600 homeless people sleeping 
in the streets or in homeless shelters, but 
Mayor Mandel, who purchased a painting 
from a local artist (left) at the concert, said 
the city would be opening enough shelter 
space to accommodate the need this win- 
ter. The number of shelter beds needed was 
calculated by the community organizatons 
working with the homeless. 

The concert was organized by the 
Edmonton Coalition for Housing and 
Homelessess (ECOHH). ECOHH co-chair 
Jim Gurnett said, “The amount of home- 
lessness has tripled in the last five years. 
There are more homeless people and more 
people in unhealthy or overly expensive 
housing than ever before.” 


By Linda Dumont 
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STRONG LEADERSHIP — LOWER TAXES 


The Conservative Government in Ottawa is delivering an- 
other $60 billion in tax relief over the next five years to hard- 
working Canadians and their families, including a further re- 
duction to the GST (as we promised in the 2006 election), 

Finance Minister Jim Flaherty’s Fall Economic Statement 
included reducing the GST to 5%. 


That affects all Canadians positively, whether they are 
spending money on big ticket items such as a new house or 
vehicle, or just grabbing a quick snack at a mall food court. It 
means savings for everyone who has to heat their home in 
winter. It's more money in your pocket at the end of the day. 
As well the GST credit for low and modest income earners 
remains the same. A perhaps unintended bonus may be a 
decrease in the use of the penny, with more sales ending in 
multiples of five. 


Cuts to personal income tax mean 385,000 lower income 
Canadians will no longer pay income tax. The tax relief is 
aimed at those with moderate incomes — 30% of it going to 
people with taxable incomes under $38,000. The amount Ca- 
nadians can earn without paying federal income tax will be 
increased to $9,600 for 2007 and 2008, and $10,100 
for 2009. 


For someone earning less than $30,000 annually we have 
provided an average tax savings of $510 each year. 

Our Federal Conservative Government's tax relief package 
will bring the total tax burden of Canadians to the lowest level 
in nearly 50 years. Unemployment is at its lowest level in 33 
years. 


As well as tax relief, the Conservative Government has also 
reduced Canada’s debt burden to its lowest level since the 
1970s. 

Our Federal Conservative Government in Ottawa promised 
Canadians tax relief and strong economic leadership. | think 
we've delivered on that promise. What do you think? 


Please join us for our Christmas Open House 
9111-118 Ave. Friday, Dec. 21st 3-7pm 


495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Prayer 


I need You more now than ever. Your 
strength and understanding has always qui- 
eted my worries. I know that I can count on 
You to be here for me as You have been there 
so many times before. When my children 
were little everything seemed so much easi- 
er. Your love came through me in everything 
I did as a mother. I felt Your presence in 
everything I did with my children. You were 
with us when we baked cookies. You helped 
me kiss away their bruises and helped me 
tuck them in at night. I always felt safe 
because You were here with us. I came to 
You because I am filled with worry and fear. 
My children are older now and they are 
spending more and more time away from 
me, although it’s a natural part of growing 
up; for them to want time away with their 
friends. I worry about them making the 
right choices about their friends and activi- 
ties. I know in my heart that they are good 
children. Please Lord watch over them when 
they are not with me. Help them make good, 
positive choices. Lord, give me strength to 
let go and trust in You. Thank You Lord for 
easing my mind, listen to my concerns and 
letting me know that I am never alone, that 


You are here for me and my children. 
by Vivian Risby 
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THE LEARNING LINK 





The Parkland Institute, a political, socio- 
economic foundation affiliated with the 
University of Alberta, generously provided 
Edmonton Street News with two press 
passes to their 11th Annual three-day fall 
conference, From Crisis to Hope: Building 
Just and Sustainable Communities. One 
of the passes was intended for a vendor. 
Edmonton Street News Executive Board 
members selected Vivian Risby, (above) who 
appeared on last month’s cover of the paper, 
to receive the pass from Parkland Institute. 

























Where Do You Live? 
To answer the question, “How far from 
work is too far to live?” our discussion 
group looked at a broad range of perspec- 
tives. How is our health or relationships 
affected by working outside of our commu- 
nity? Do we choose this? Or are we just 
buying into the package that the provincial 
government, developers, and corporations 
mandate, and which media sells? Itisa 
multi-complex issue. Specialized work can 
take us far from our families for long 
stretches at a time. But if the work gives us 
purpose and the pay is satisfactory, time 
away from home is more manageable. On 
the flip side, consider the perspective of one 
individual in the discussion group, who is 
sixty, and who spent the past eight months 





Excellent work, Vivian! 

Some of the vendors will recall Caitlin, 
the former editor of the Parkland Institute’s 
paper, the Parkland Post. Three years ago 
Caitlin and a dozen people without homes 
gathered at my home for our very first meet- 
ing together. The content of the meeting was 
published in the Post’s November, 2004 
issue. That first meeting really started some- 
thing. Thanks Caitlin! Since then, the accom- 
plishments of this group, all from the home- 
less culture, include writing a successful pro- 
posal to a local church to re-establish a com- 
munity kitchen and hosting a movie night for 
their community. 


Another ESN vendor, Cookie, (right) and good 


buddy Lynn, both experienced with home- 
lessness, attended the Parkland Conference. 
They participated in a community discussion 
that asked the questions: Where do you live? 
Is it too far from work? From what we know, 
can we reconcile differences between work 
and home commitments? And finally, As 
they sit, are cities viable? Also joining the 


sleeping outside after her rent doubled to 
$1300. As it is with people of modest 
means, she had little choice but to live 
close to where she works, as her work was 
finding food, a place to wash, and other 
resources that we cannot be far from. 
Overall, it was felt that work is too far 
from home when we feel burdened by the 
absence of family and neighborhood — or 
when we come to miss them too little. In 
measurements of time, travelling over half 
an hour to work by public transit may be 
too far. Eventually, the ritual daily com- 
mute gets us thinking that our wealth, 
food, water, and even our love is elsewhere, 
rather than right where we stand. Our 
land, no longer sacred, becomes a stranger 
to us, as the wealthy claim it as their own. 





discussion was someone from mental health, | 
a home designer (who will be joining us at 
the movie night), a professor, and assorted 
others who seem to have been contemplating | 
these very questions for some time. The 
group was informed and diverse in perspec- | 
tive. We all agreed that it was a very satisfy-| 
ing discussion. 
A summary of our discussion is printed | 
below. To read this summary, and the sum- 
maries of the other five community discus- 
sion groups on the internet, go to 
http:// www.ualberta.ca/ parkland. 








To reconcile the distancing, communities 
can reorganize and customized. Micro com- 
munities can choose specific ownership 
styles, home styles, business styles, land to 
grow food, and other resources to be dis- 
tributed among the members. Net Zero 
communities aimed at eliminating waste 
are recommended. Ultimately, we must 
bring back a sense of ownership, not just of 


land, but of our own life expressions. We do § 


this by asserting that our work, communi- 

ty, and environment reflect our values. It is 
another way of getting closer to home. As it 
sits, our cities are not viable. Without prag- | 
matic and reflective change, our cities are 

at risk of collapse, like a house of cards on 
a crumbling foundation. 





